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Halifax Waste-Resource Society to Appeal Province’s Decision
on Otter Lake Landfill
HALIFAX—The Halifax Waste-Resource Society has decided to appeal last week’s
administrative-level decision by the Department of Environment and Climate Change
that will allow the Otter Lake Landfill to operate without its long-time safeguards
against odour, hazardous waste, litter, rodents and scavenger birds.
At a board meeting, Wednesday, the society agreed to ask Tim Halman, the Minister of
Environment and Climate Change, to overturn the department’s conditional approval of
the application, made by the Halifax Regional Municipality, the owner of the landfill,
and Mirror Nova Scotia, the operator, to deactivate the front-end processor and the
waste stabilization facility.
Chair of the Halifax Waste-Resource Society Scott Guthrie said, “I feel confident that
we have good grounds for an appeal, based on our knowledge of the waste disposal
operation and the widespread community opposition to the application, especially in the
areas surrounding the landfill site.” He added, “There are also environmental racism
implications, if the decision is allowed to stand, given the landfill’s close proximity to
Beechville. “
District 12 Councillor Iona Stoddart, who represents Beechville, raised the issue in a
Feb.16 letter to the Minister of Environment. In her letter, she stated that the
community was particularly concerned about proposed operational changes at the landfill,
because, “Historically it is a Black community, and we all know landfills have been
allowed to operate in the past in Nova Scotia without regard to the concerns of Black
residents or their communities, which were forced to accommodate them and deal with
all the ill effects that came with them.”
Beechville is one of several communities in the Lakeside, Timberlea and Hubley areas,
located within a 5 km. radius of the Otter Lake landfill, that are represented by the
Halifax Waste-Resource Society. It was formed in 1999 to be a signatory with the
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Halifax Regional Municipality to the legal agreement that gave community approval to
site the municipal waste disposal operation at Otter Lake.
The front-end processor opens and inspects all residential garbage arriving at the landfill
and removes decaying organic matter, hazardous waste and recyclables such as plastics
and paper. The waste stabilization facility takes the retrieved organic matter and renders
it inert before it is buried with other waste at the landfill.
“The equipment has worked very successfully since the landfill’s inception to prevent
odour, litter, hazardous waste, and to discourage rodent and scavenger bird populations,”
he said. “The plan by HRM to discontinue these proven preventive measures in favour of
mitigation activities after problems arise, is too risky for our communities.”
Following last week’s decision, the only barrier standing in the way of deactivating the
equipment is a requirement for HRM to provide a compliance plan to the Department of
Environment and Climate Change ensuring waste buried at the landfill will contain no
more than 10 per cent organic matter or compostable waste.
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