
PAGE 16 MARCH 1, 2023 MASTHEAD NEWS

CMC Chair Briefing -

OtterLakeCommunityMonitoring

Otter Lake Landfill ceased operation of
its front-end processor and waste
stabilization facility, Dec. 19, last year,
under the conditional approval granted by
the provincial government’s Department
of Environment and Climate Change.

That means residential garbage is no
longer sorted when it arrives at the landfill
to remove organics, recyclables or hazardous
waste before it is sent for burial. The last
garbage processed at the site was on
Dec.16, 2022. Otter Lake Landfill is now
a truck and dump operation, raising the
potential for odour, rodent, scavenger bird
and other problems. As a result, CMC is
stepping up its landfill surveillance.

The Community Monitoring Committee
(CMC), which monitors Otter Lake
Landfill’s operations for the communities
within a five km. radius of the facility, is
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seeking clarification from the Department
of Environment and Climate Change on
enforcement of its 10 per cent mass limit
on compostable waste allowed to enter the
landfill.

Two recent performance audits showed the
landfill exceeded the 10 per cent target set
in relation to the site’s total mass of
landfilled solid waste.

CMC has attended quarterly performance
landfill audits, which began last May, and
has requested the Department of
Environment and Climate Change
to establish a technical committee that
includes a CMC representative, as
provided in the terms of the recent
departmental approval given to HRM
for changes to its landfill operation.

A new environmental consultant, Scott
Morash, was hired last October. This
month, at his suggestion, the CMC
approved purchase of a hand-held field
olfactometer to measure the strength of
odours for better monitoring. HRM
Procurement will aid in the acquisition.

RENEGOTIATION
HIGHLIGHTS

Last summer and fall, aspects of the
1999 agreement between HRM and the
Halifax Waste Resource Society, the
CMC’s community parent organization,
were renegotiated at the behest of
Halifax Regional Council. Effective
April 1, the following key changes were
mutually approved:

•  The CMC will reduce its 15
 members to 10 with six appointed
 via HWRS and four to be named
 by HRM.

•  The CMC Executive Committee and
 the position of executive director will
 be dissolved

•  A new part-time liaison assistant,
 reporting to the CMC chair, will
 be created to maintain productive
 relationships with the provincial
 Department of Environment and
 Climate Change, HRM Council
 and staff, and the operator of the
 Otter Lake Landfill. Other duties
 may be added by CMC resolution.

•  A part-time administrator will
 replace the executive director.

BUDGET
HRM Regional Council has approved
CMC’s 2023-2024 $79,000 budget — a
sum 12 per cent less than previous yearly
$90,000 allocations, dating from 2016.
Last May, HRM temporarily slashed
CMC’s $90,000 budget by half, pending
satisfactory renegotiation of aspects of the
1999 agreement that created and governs
the CMC. When renegotiations concluded,
CMC’s budget was restored, but only to
$70,000, due to spending cuts forced on
the organization. Community reports in the
Masthead were one of the casualties. More
details on CMC’s budget for the current
and 2023-2024 fiscal years are on the
CMC’s website and Facebook page.

PUBLIC ANNUAL GENERAL MEETINGS
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Thursday, April 6, 2023, 6:30 p.m.
The Links, Brunello Clubhouse, Pavilion Building

The AGM of the Halifax-Waste Resource Society will be followed by the AGM
of the Community Monitoring Committee. The public is welcome to attend but
voting is restricted to members—anyone over age 18 who pays the $5 fee.

The society will issue its annual report and elect a board of directors.
The Community Monitoring Committee will give the public in attendance

the chance to ask questions of its members.

The Halifax Waste-Resource Society is a citizen organization that monitors the
HRM Solid Waste Program at the Otter Lake Landfill, through the Community
Monitoring Committee (CMC). See Otterlakecmc.ca for more information.
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