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Construc)on	and	Demoli)on	(C&D)	debris	refers	to	material	such	as	drywall,	plaster,	cellulose,	fibreglass	
fibres,	gyproc,	lumber,	wood	and	asphalt	shingles.		

HRM	established	By-Law	L-200	Respec)ng	Licensing	of	C&D	Recycling	and	Disposal	Opera)ons	in	2001	
with	the	overarching	goals	of	maximizing	diversion	of	C&D	debris	from	landfill	disposal,	as	well	as	to	
increase	value-added	processing	through	recovery	of	materials.	By-Law	L-200	requires	C&D	Processing	
Facili&es,	Transfer	Sta&ons,	and	Disposal	Sites	within	HRM	to	obtain	a	license	from	the	municipality	and	
includes	provisions	that	operators	achieve	an	annual	diversion	rate	of	75%	in	order	to	maintain	their	
license	in	good	standing.	

Most	recently,	in	July	2023,	NS	Environment	and	Climate	Change	(NSECC)	confirmed	that	the	O&er	Lake	
Waste	Management	Facility	(O2er	Lake)	is	permi&ed	to	accept	C&D	debris	for	disposal	as	part	of	the	
current	Environmental	Approval.	Given	the	goals	of	By-Law	L-200,	HRM	generally	does	not	permit	the	
disposal	of	C&D	debris	at	O2er	Lake,	with	the	excep+on	of	small	amounts	collected	as	part	of	the	
residen'al	collec'on	program	or	incidental	amounts	commingled	in	Ins0tu0onal	Commercial	&	
Industrial	(ICI)	loads1.	

Given	the	increase	in	extreme	weather	events	and	with	considera2on	for	emergency	management,	
moving	forward	HRM	will	consider	accep1ng	dedicated	loads	of	C&D	debris	at	O%er	Lake	under	
emergency	management	situa.ons.	This	includes	in	response	to	major	emergency	management	
situa&ons	such	as	hurricanes,	floods,	and	wildfires	that	cause	catastrophic	damage	to	public	or	private	
property,	resul(ng	in	exis%ng	licensed	C&D	Processing	Facili.es,	Transfer	Sta.ons	and	Disposal	Sites	
located	within	HRM	not	being	able	to	accommodate	the	resul)ng	volumes	of	C&D	debris.	

The	Director	of	Solid	Waste	Resources	has	the	authority	to	designate	the	condi-ons	and	guidelines	
rela%ng	to	the	acceptance	of	waste	materials	at	waste	management	facili%es	per	By-Law	S-600	Solid	
Waste	Resource	Collec.on	and	Disposal	By-Law.	If	the	decision	is	made	to	allow	C&D	debris	to	be	
landfilled	at	O*er	Lake,	the	Director	will	no5fy	the	O*er	Lake	Community	Monitoring	Commi*ee	(CMC)	
within	48	hours.	The	CMC	is	en&tled	to	gain	access	to	informa(on	or	access	and	inspect	O"er	Lake	per	
the	latest	version	of	the	HRM	–	Halifax	Waste	Society	Agreement.				

	

																																																													
1	Warnings	are	issued	when	inspec0ons	reveal	small	amounts	of	C&D	in	ICI	loads.	Any	loads	full	loads	of	C&D	are	
rejected.		
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%	Compostable	Waste	Comparison	

Area	and	Description	 2022/23	
Baseline	

2023/24		
Year	2	 Trend	

1	-	Halifax	 15.15%	 10.90%	 ↓	
2	-	Dartmouth	 14.50%	 11.23%	 ↓	
3	-	Bedford/Hammonds	Plains	 14.59%	 14.33%	 →	
4	-	Western	County	 9.30%	 14.98%	 ↑	
5	-	Sackville/Beaver	Bank/Fall	River/Waverley	 11.70%	 9.04%	 ↓	
6	-	Cole	Harbour/Eastern	Passage/Cow	Bay	 9.42%	 9.03%	 ↓	
7	-	Porters	Lake/Preston/Lake	Echo	 8.90%	 6.14%	 ↓	
8	-	Eastern	Shore/Musquodoboit	Valley*	 10.55%	 13.09%	 ↑	
Condominiums	(Condos)	 13.75%	 22.72%	 ↑	

Total	Weighted	%	Compostable	 12.41%	 11.64%	 ↓	
 	
Currently	Not	Meeting	Interim	
Target	(11.61%)	
Meeting	Year	1	Interim	Target	
(11.61%)	
Meeting	Final	Target	(10%)	
	



 

 
 
 
 
Fiscal	Year-End	Update	for	2023-2024*	
	
	
2023-2024		Budget	

	
Expenditures	

	
Surplus	

	
	 	 	
Administration									 Administrator	$13,800	 	
	 Chair	$4,000	 	
	 Meetings	$940	 	

$22,000	 $18,740	 $3,260	
	 	 	
Communications						 Media	Technician	$2,684	 	
	 Publications**		$8272	 	

$12,000	 $10,956	 $1,044	
	 	 	
Comm.	Consultant		$10,000	 $7,087.00	 $2,913	
	 	 	
Legal																							$5,000.00	 ø	 $5,000	
	 	 	
Envir.	Consultant					$18,000	 $12,413	 $5,587	
	 	 	
Liaison	Assist.													$9,000	 $8.836	 			$164	
	 	 	
Held	in	Reserve										$3,000	 ø	 $3,000	
	 	 	
	 	 	
	
Overall	Budget								$79,000	

	
Expenditures	$58,032.00	

	
Surplus	$20,968	

   
	
*This	update	covers	the	period,	April	1,	2023-March31,	2024;	the	figures	are	unaudited	
and	include	the	full	amount	of	HST.		
**	Includes	newsletters	published	in	the	Masthead	News	and	two	booklets	posted	for	
public	download.		
	


