
CMC	AGM	Meeting,	March	22,	2025	

	

	
	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	

	 	
	
	
CMC	Members	Present:	Reg	Rankin,	Peter	Lund,	Channing	Davis,	John	Cascadden,	Christa	
Schnare,		Councillor	Janet	Steele,	Nancy	Hartling,	Teneka	Warikubu,	Hailey	MacKinnon		
	
Others	Present:	Shannon	Betts,	Jordan	Vallis,	Steve	Copp,	Rick	Grant,	Jason	Timms,	Betsy	
Chambers	and	Dr.	David	Risk	

———————————————————————————————————	

1.0 		Motion	to	approve	the	agenda	moved	by	Nancy	Hartling,	seconded	by	Janet	
Steele.	Motion	carried.	

2.0 		Motion	to	approve	the	March	22,	2025	minutes,	moved	by	John	Cascadden,	and	
seconded	by	Nancy	Hartling.	Motion	carried.	

3.0		The	Chair	welcomed	and	introduced	Christa	Schnare	who	replaces	Nadia	Fougere	
as	an	HRM-appointed	representative	to	the	CMC,	and	then	turned	to	the	CMC	Liaison	
Assistant	Rick	Grant	to	introduce	the	guest	speaker.	

4.0		Dr.	David	Risk,	an	emissions	measurement	specialist	who	holds	the	Brian	
Mulroney	Institute	of	Government	Research	Chair	in	Climate	Science	and	Policy	at	St.	
Francis	Xavier	University,	Antigonish,	has	been	overseeing	a	large-scale	measurement	
program	documenting	landfill	methane	emission	levels	at	over	100	sites	in	Canada		
(not	including	the	Otter	Lake	Landfill)	to	establish	mitigation	opportunities.		The	
findings	could	help	with	the	establishment	of	new	federal	regulations	that	were	in	
development	by	the	Trudeau	government	in	2024.	With	the	change	of	government	in	
March	2025,	the	status	of	that	activity	remained	unclear	at	the	time	of	the	meeting.	
	
Dr.	Risk	discussed	some	of	the	measurements	made	by	his	team	across	Canada	and	its	
work	at	a	simulation	facility	where	the	team	tests	different	types	of	measurement	most	
useful	for	the	large	operators	of	North	America’s	waste	sector	sites.	
	
This	activity	is	taking	place	against	the	backdrop	of	Canada’s	commitment	to	reduce	its	
methane	output,	of	which	23	per	cent	comes	from	the	provincially	regulated	waste	
sector.	While	methane	output	from	oil	and	gas	has	been	coming	down,	reductions	in	
agriculture	are	more	difficult	to	achieve.	The	methane	it	generates	comes	mainly	from	
livestock,	leaving	the	waste	sector,	which	has	never	been	subject	to	methane	regulation,	
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to	make	up	the	difference	if	reduced	emission	targets	are	to	be	reached.		
	
Methane	emissions	at	landfills	can	come	through	cracks	at	the	active	work	face	or	surface	
areas	near	the	collection	wells.	The	average	Canadian	landfill	can	emit	the	methane	
equivalent	of	up	to	400	oil	and	gas	sites,	of	which	there	are	100,000	in	Canada.	
	
Dr.	Risk’s	group	was	asked	in	2020	by	Environment	and	Climate	Change	Canada	to	survey	
the	waste	sector.	The	group	had	measured	methane	in	Canada’s	oil	and	gas	sector,	
predominantly	in	western	Canada	but	also	in	Canada’s	offshore,	on	the	east	coast.	
Canada	had	crude	estimates	of	methane	emissions	in	the	waste	sector,	but	not	the	
factual	data	required	to	support	a	regulatory	regime.	
	
Dr.	Risk’s	presentation	(attached)	triggered	lively	discussion	and	a	flood	of	questions.		
	
5:0			No	members	of	the	public	were	in	attendance	from	whom	to	invite	input,	and	the	
Chair	turned	to	the	next	item	on	the	agenda.	
	
6.0			Commenting	on	the	May	2025	Otter	Lake	Landfill	tour,	John	Cascadden	stated	that	
while	he	appreciated	members	were	shepherded	around	the	site	in	Steve	Copp’s	vehicle	
due	to	the	inclement	weather,	he	hoped	a	tour	could	be	arranged	in	better	conditions	to	
give	members	an	opportunity	to	view	the	facility’s	operations	more	closely	on	foot.	
	
7.0			Following	a	motion	to	adjourn,	moved	by	Janet	Steele,	the	CMC	meeting	adjourned	
at	8:36	p.m.	
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